Derailing the Wacker oxidation: development of a palladium-catalyzed amidation reaction.
[figure: see text] A conceptually new palladium-catalyzed amidation reaction is described for the synthesis of beta-amido ketones based on derailing the Wacker oxidation of enones. This reaction generates a new carbon-nitrogen bond via a palladium-catalyzed conjugate addition of a carbamate nucleophile to an enone. The regiocontrol, mild and neutral conditions, lack of preactivation of the nucleophile, and lack of reoxidation system for the catalyst are attractive features of this transformation.